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A message was received from the Houge, informing the Sen ate
that the House had passed the t‘ollowmg bllls orwmalmor m 1he
Senate

A bill supplementary to an act fo encourage the canstructlun
of railroads in Texas by donations-of land; |

‘A bil 1o relinquish to the inhabitants -of Ysleta, in E' Paso
conuty, a certain tract of Jand adjoining the town tract. now
hetd and owned by said ighabitants; and -

A bill creating the county of Johnson .

- Also, that the House concur in the amendment of the Senate
to a bill incorporating the Columbia, Austm Wharton and Golo~
rado Valley Railroad company.

Mr. Gumn, from thé committee on Eugrossed Bll]s, repor!ed
as correctly engrossed ;

A bill concerning gurveys of ]and in Mercer s Co IOny, a'lci

A bill for the relief of A. J. Walker.. .

.Mr. Armstrong called up a bill to authorise claims of the Tex-
A8 Association, commouly known as Mercer's Colany, to be ju-
dicially nwestlwated and settled; which, on motion of Mr. Pas-
chal, was made the apecial order for half past 3 Oclock to-mor-
TOW, . . ~

M. Potter, by Ieave, infroduced a yoint reso!utlon proposmn-
an amendmentof the Constitution ; read first time.

Oa motiop of  Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned unt{l 9
0’clock (o-morrow morning, _ £ g

'''''''

' ;
2] T *

SATURD.&Y, January 28 1854

“The Seuate met pursuant to ad_]ournment_prayer by the Chap
]aln—rol called—quorum present. L

- The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr. Potter, chairman of the committee on the Jud;clar}r, to
whom was referred a joiut resolution proposiug an amendment
lo the Constitution, .reperted .u_substitute therefor and recom-
mended its ad()plmn ‘

" Mr. Sublett, chairman on the part of the Senate of the joint
{',nmﬁ'nl,k[eg on Eu rolled Bills, reparted the fOHOWlII‘-" bills correct-
Iy EI]'l'O“Bd and that they “rere this dﬂY Submlu&d lO thﬁ GOVBT"
nor for his approval : :
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A bifl supp1emental to'#n et to endourage the constructioy. of
railroads in ' Tekas by donations -of land, Ol’lglﬂalmﬂ‘ m the

Senate ;
A}so a bill ‘anthorising and tequiring the Commissioner of the

General Land Office to ibse a patent to the assignees of James
O. Rice, for lot Nc. 4, in block 98, in the city of Austm, ongma-
ting in the Houss of Rep resantahves -

Mr. Guinn, from the committee oh Engmssed Bl[ls, raported
the following bills correétly engrossed

A bill to amend an act to intorporate the 'Vlcksbmu and El
Paso Railrond company, ‘passed 16th Febroary, 1852

A bill to provide for the m\resugatmn of lami titles’ m certnm

counties therein mentioned;
A bill for the relief of William Dunlapsy
A bill to confirm the patent issned by’ the: Commissionet of

the General Land Officato Levi Jones and Edward Hall, &e.;
~ “A bill.to confirm certain titles to land and to patent locations
in the tmgmal colomes of McGIoln &, McMulien and of Powar

and Hewilson;
A'bill to make a frrther appropna*nnn for the- erectioh -o{ a

fire-proof Treasury Department and Gomptroller s thce Of the
State of Texas; . .

- And a, hill makmg provision for rhning nd maﬂtmg thB
boundary line between the ‘State oi Texas auﬂ ihe temtm‘? 0
the United States of America.

Mr. Kyle, from the committee on Private Land Claims, to
whom was referred a bill for (he relief of Dorathy Benton, I¢-
ported a substitute therefor and recommended its adoption.

Mr. Kyle, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill
au.th_orisin%and requiring the Ad JutantGeneraI to issue a certl-
ficate for 2,560 acres of land to the heirs of J. C. Logan, de-
“geased,” *reported the .uame back for the consideration of the
Senate e

Mr. Kyle, from said ‘courmittee, to Whom was referred n bﬂl for
‘the relief of the heirs of Thomas Seott, decgased, reported the
Snme back to the Senate and recommonied its passage.

“Mr. Jowers introdaced a bill for the telief of Dnmei Pnrkﬂs
'JY 3 Tead first time. !

Mr. Peﬂtgo introduced n bill to incorporate 1he Terraqﬁef"“
ttatigportition company ; zead first time, and on motion of v
'Pedsgo, tole suspended, read second sime and referred to the
committee on Interpgl Improvemems B
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Mr. Potter introduced a'bill to change the time of holding
the several annual sessions of the Supreme court ; read first time,
and on motion of Mr. Sublett, the rule Wassuspended bill read
second Uime and referred to lhe committee on'the Judiciary,

Mr. Potter introduced a bill supplementary to' an act fo en-
courage the construction of railroads in ‘Texas by donations of
land, passed at the prisent session of the Legmlature read first
tinie,

O motien’ of Mr. Potter, the rule’ was suspended bill read
second time, and on motion 'of Mr., Taylor, made the otder of
the day for Monday thé 30th inst.,at 11 oclock,

Mr. Sublett.introduced a bill tn incorporate the Austin Fe-
male Collegiate Institute ; read first time, and dén motion of Mr,
Sublett, the rule was sus ended bill read second time aud refer-

red to the cominittee en hcation; :

Mr. Tavlor offered the followmo- reso]dtinn- e,

Resolwed, That ®e new busmess shall be enteualned from
and after Monday wext, except by the concurrence of two- th:rds -
of the Senate. s 2

On motion ef Mr. Scott, the rlilae was SUSpemﬂed and resolu-
tion adopled.

Mr. Weatherford introduced a bill for the relief of Maoney
'Weatherford; read first time, and on motion of Mr. Weatherford,
the rule was suspended, bill read second uma ami veferred to ﬁ:f-’-
committee en Private Land Claims,

Mr. McDade introduced & bill for the relief of James L. ‘Dnl
{as; Tend first time, and on motion of Mr. McDade, fule sus-
peuded bill read second time and referred to the commitiee on
Private Land Claims.

GRDERS OF THE DAY.

On metion of Mr. Bryen, a béll snpplementary to an act e
provide for the assessment and collection of taxes, approved Fe-

uary 11th, 1850, together with thhe report of the comthittee on
Finance, oﬁ'erlng amendmcms thereto, proposing to strike qut 9,
10 and 11 sections, was taken up, read, and amendments I'EJECle
by the following vote:

YEas—Messrs, Allen Holland, Millican, Paschal, Pedigo,
Potter, Superviele, ‘laylm-, Weathertord and Whllaker——lo

Nars——l\]essra Armstrong, Bryan, Burks, Durst, Gage,
Guinn, Hill, Jowers, Kyle, Lott, Martin, McAnelly M(:Dade
Newman, Scurborough Scott and Sublett—17,
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O’ motlon of Mr. hecnan, the 9ihi section was amen&ed by
smkmo out “ten” and inserting “tweuty.”

Mr. Potter. moved to amend the 9th section by stnkmg‘ out the
following words: ‘“‘lor whlch duty such ol‘ﬁcer shall be author-
jsed to charge euch delinguent a fee of -—— cents; lost by the fol.
lowing vote: 'F :

Y £As—Mesars. Alien Bryan, Hollar-d Kyle, Mlihcan Pedigo,
Potter Suaperviele, '.I'tylor, Weathet!ord and ’Whltulcer-mll ‘

Nava——-Messrs Armstrong, Burks, Durst, Gage, Guinn, Hill,
Jowers, Keenan, Lot Marlm M{:Anelly, McDade NeWman,
Paschal Scott and Sublett—16,

- Mr. Guinn moved to fill the blank in %k and 101h secnons
with “fifty ;” carried by the following vote :

Y eas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bryan, Durst, Gage, Gmnn, Hlll
Jowers, Keenan, Lot Murlln, McAnelly, McDade, Newman,
Paschal, Scott, and Sublett—16,

’\IAYs——Messrs Burks, ITolland, Kyle, Millican, Pedigo, Pot-
ter, Superﬂele, Tavlor, W Ealherfnrd and Whltaker——ll '

- Mr. Uaylor offered the following amendment : “And that this
act take efiect from and alter its passage.” ‘Adopted.

~.Mr. Taylor offered the followiag amendment:

"P.-'owded, That the assessors of the several counues shaH
‘Teceive but three-fourths of the amonats now atlowed by jaw for
assessing and collecting the taxes, and no more, any law to lha
éontrary notwithstanding.” v
.Rejected by the fo lowmg vote : Tt

. Ygas—NMessrs, Allen, Kyle, Millican, Newman Pedxdo,' S

perviele, Taylor Weatherford and W hitaker—-9, gy

N avs—Mossrs. Arwmstrong, Bryan, Burks, Durst,'Gage, Guind,
Hitt, [lallaud, Jdawers, Keenan, Lo, Pild.[’tlﬂ McAnLlly, 3c-
Dade, Yagchal, Potier and Scott—17.

Mr. Jyle offure;d ihe following nmendrent :
“LProyided, That if said asseasor should fail to be in atten-
dance at the, place appointed, he shall not issue a second notice,
buat be reguired to yisitthe house of the respective tax payers 8
under the old law, onfailing to de so shall pay tifty cents to 54
tux pavers

Mr. Jowers moved to amend the amendment by striking Ot“

all after “law;” carried by the following vote : r

il-,as-—"«'.{essrs Bryan, Buarks, Gage, Guinn, Hill, .]'(Jivef"
Keenan, Lot, Martin, McDu.de "ic“nmu Taqclnl I’edxgﬂ Scott
apd Sunerv:elve-—l 2, '
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. Nays—Messrs, Allen, Armstron,c_r, Dnrst, Holland, I yle, Mc-
Anelly, Millican; Potter, aylor Weatherford and W}utaker_..
11. o "

On motion of Mr. Gumn the amendment was lald on,the ta.
ble- ;‘ V. . i gt ¥ L o I

. Mr." Pottetr’ moved to smke out,the 9th and wth sectmns of
the bill ; rejected by the following vote:

Yms—-—'anvrs Allen, Armstrong, Holland 'Fyle Mllhcanf_
Paschal, Pedla‘o, Potter, E\upervwle, aylor, Weatherfurd aﬂd
"Whunl\er~ 12,

. Navi—Messrs. Brwn, Burks Thrst, Gﬂge,Guinn HIH Jow-
ers, Keenan, Lott, Mﬂrtm, McAneHy, McDﬁde, I\ewman an&
SCO[I-—]A—. : W b ' ¢

"Ttie bill was ordered 1o bhe en.g rossed.’ bk & TES !

Mc, ‘Bryan moved to suspend " the rule that the bit! m1ght ba
read a third time ;" lost.

‘Mr. Allen, from the. commlttee on Internal Improvemenls,
made the fuilawmfr report :

1 (L

Hdnl”D C. DIC]{SO‘\T‘ ' _

A majority of the commlctee ou nternal Improvemems, to
whlch. was re!erred the bill enutled an aet to anthorise the At-
lautic and Pacific Railrond company to coastruct a railrond in
Texas under certain restrictions, have had the same undef con-
sideration, and in - connection with it have endeavored to ascer-
lain whether nny further legislation is necessary, or would be
usefnt) in earrying into effcct the great measure which it has been
the pleasing duty of the Liegislature.to adopt for the advancement
of the substantial and. permdnent interest of the State.

:'The act ta provide for the constroetion of the Mississippi and
Pacific Railroad secks, as n leading feature of the plau provided
by it, to sectre the speedy and ultimate completion ot the work;
and lu that end, among other things, assumes that the ohject can
be best attained by inviting the whole world to become bidders
for the bonus cffered to the company that, shall complete the road
yccording to its provisions and requirements, ot o

The campany, or individnals hecoming the '*contraomrs” zm—
der the luw, with their associate stock-holders, are declared to be
t body politic and corporate, with & capital of $20,000,000, di-
Vlded inio shares of one hundred doliars. gach, and to be g0-
verped by a board of flteen directors, "This corporation is with-
i mxly doys a&cr the malking of the contract with the Govern.

Coxnmm—Room, January 28, 1854
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ot tequired to deposit at least $300,000 with thie State of Texag,
as security for the completion of fifty miles of the road within
18 months from the time of making the contract. s
In the opinion of a majority of your commitiee a corporation
must be organized agreeably to and with the provisions of this
act before any of the powers contained in the act con be legally
exercised, and that it was the intention of the Legislature o put
this [great work .on such a footing "as to secure to the public
all the safe-guards which could surround corporate bodies con-
nected with the power of the government over them. Corpora-
tions having a present existing organization may become con-
tractors for the work ; but no legal nct caa be done by a corpora-
tion which may become the contractor, until it has changed its
organization and made it conform stnetly to the provisions of
this act. Itis a universal principle of law, that corporations,
being creatures of the Legisfature, possess no powers not spe-
cially granted, and can exercise 1o powers not contained in the
grant, or which are not necessary to carry the granted powers
into effect; and when a corporation is created and accepts of the
charter, the trausaction becomes a coutract betsreen the corpora-
tion and the Government, according o the strict terms of .1he
grant, which neither party is at liberty to violate. "I'hese well
established principles ave of universal application, and show that
if acorpotation, tiot organized according to this law of Texas
and not possessing the powers conferred by this bill, becomes the
suctessfnl bidder for the contraet, which the Govergor is -per-
mitted to make for the State, it voust sitrrender its pre-existing
ofganization and iacorporate itself anew by taking the steps re
qured in the Texasact, -
The invitation of the State is to oll the world; and certainly
all persons who shall come among s, drawn bither by our in-
vitation, are entitled to our respectin! consideration until the
contract is awarded. "They ought to'be regarded in the light
gnests of rthe State ; and a majority of your committee believe
that itis the true policy of the S ate to extend to them all the &
in ite power, to enable them to comply with the 1aw so long 8
our acts do not conflict with it. '
~ ‘The Atlantic and Pacific Railroad company is already a €O
poration, created by a sister State expressly for the purpose?
constracting a railroad from the Wississippi Valley to the Pacl
Ocean, as is shown by its act of incorporation, 1 is believed Y
your comuittee that when the charter was granted, it 'was not
known what route wonld be adopted by it, although ihe Test
route was preferred, and at the moment of the granting -of 118
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charter it hiad its agents in Texas exploring a portion of the lines
not then certainly known to be prscticable. It has all along been
the steady and unwavering friend of Texas, and has really
been mainly if not guite the only party beyond the boundaries
of the State that hat met and combatted the enewies of this
route, and by.its activity drawn public .attention 1o this great
subject, ’ g « £

Stoce thisbill was introduced authentic information has been
furnished to your committée, that the tkree hundred thousand
dollars required by the bill to be deposited is now ready and on.
ly awaiting the action of Texas to be transferred to the Treasu-
1y of this State.

It is also shown, that confidently relying on the cheerful co-
operation’ of Texas, the company has thrown forward beyond
the Rio Grande a company of engineers under the direction of a
former citizen of Texas, the Hon. A. B. Gray, to make an in.
strumnental survey of that portion of the line in fime] if possible,
to meet the opposition of Col. Benton, and to-defeat his efforts to
sacure for another and a hostile line the aid and countenance of
the General Government.

. All these eftorts, really, in behalf of Texag, have been attend-
ed with great expense and exertion, and in the opinion of your
eommitiee entitle this company to the good wishes of the eitizens
of the State ; and sach vigor, promptitude and ability, furnish,
iz the opinion of your commiltee, the most satisfactory refuta-
tion of the various charges agniost the company, which have
from time to time reached us from the North, . o
 The company now ask this Legislature to expedite the cop-
. Btruction of the read, and to relieve the company from unneces-
sary trouble, expense atid embarrasstient by recognizing their
sxisting organization, provided the Governor shall make the
fontract for the building of the road with them.
‘ The reasous which have indaced the company to make this
. Wpplication to the Legislature are briefly stated in a paper fur-
nished to your committee by the President of the company, which
s hereto appended as a part of this report.
. These reasons have couvinced your committee of the pro-
Euety of enacting the dercribed law. 'The work contemplated
\ ¥ the company is vast and importaat, beyond any parallel in the
Bnals of the past. Its bepefits to the American continent are
ihealculable; and Texas alene and beyond all the rest must re-
elve the vivifying impulse of this great artery of American life,
!1 e i3 emphatically the cantre of this great circulating system,
254
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and upon her devolves the pleasing duty-of calling..it into full
vigor and being. ‘If she leaves one thing andone which niay
be necessary to an early, and speedy, and successfu! prosecution
of the enterprise, she must be responsible to her injured citizens
and to the world for the neglect; and it may be that this singla
- act may be the means of securing these lasting benefits to the
State, and of silencing from the oppesxtlon whlch thls reute has
_ hitherto encountered.
~Your committee, therefnre, n. repnrlmtr the bl]l back 1o tha
Senme earnestly recommend its passage. | g 5 d
e eq Respectfully submijtted. !
M. W. ALLFN,
Oune of the Committee.

On motion of Mr. Pa‘«'chal tﬁe rale wassuspended, and repart
and hill made the order for Monday the 30th lnst at 3 o’clock
P. M. .

On mntmn of Mr. Halland the Senale ad_]oumed until half :
past3ocleckPM o d g a1

N S HALF ~PAST THREE O’chlc,r M. |

. Senate met—roll called—quorum present.

A message was received from the House, informing- the Sen-
ate that the House had passed the followmu- bl[ls orlolnatmﬂ n
the Senate:

A bill 10 incorporate the J efferson Railroad company, Wlth
amendments and

© A -bill supplemetary to an act to secute to the German Eml-
gration company and their colonists the lands to which they are
entitled, and udjust the liabilities of said company, approved Ja-
nyuary Elqt 1850; and
T A bill to define the fourth judiéial district of Texas, and to
prescribe the time of holding courts thereia, with amendmients.

A bill for the relief of Haden H. Edwards read second lime
and ordered 1o be engrossed. =~ '

- On motion of Mc. Gaﬂ'e ruie suspended, blll read third llmﬂ
dnd passed, : ©

On motion of Mr. Tny!or the Senate’ concurred in the amend
ments of the Honse to a bill to incorpofate the Jeﬁ‘erson Ralerdd
company, by 'the followmg vote ;

Yras— Messrs. Bryan, Burks, ‘Doane, Gage, Guinn, Hill
Holland, Jowers, Keenan, Kyle, Lott, Mamn McDade, Milli-
can, Newman, Pnschal Potter, Scott Superweie, 'I‘ayldr1 Wea-
thertord and Whltal\er—ZB , r

Navg—Messrs, Alen and McAnelEym-Q. - ‘
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Mr. Scott moved to reconsider the vote refusing to:engross a
bill to authorise the Auditor and Comptroller to-andir the clmm
comprised in document «“C,” as reponed by the Audn.orlal Bourd
on the 12th Nov,, 1851. !

On motion of Mr, Kyle, mouon to recnnsnder laid on, the ta-
ble by the following vote:-

YEeas—Messrs. Allen, Brvan, Donne, H!l! Keenan Kyle,
Lot!t, M%Aueily, McDadq, Mxlhcan, Paschal Polter and Super-
viele—1 ;

Nays—Messrs.” Armstronr:r " Burks, ._Ga 1 Gumna- Jowers,v
MErtln, I;Iewman Scott, Sublett 'I‘Hylor Wg;therfdrd and Whi-
taker—1

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House toa hlll
supplementary to an act entitled an act to secure to;the Getman
Emigration company and their colonists the lands to which they
are entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said company, ap-
proved Jaamary 21st, 1850 ; alsc the amendment of the House
0 a bill to define the fourth ‘judicial district and prescribe the
time of holding courts therein,

Mr. Paschal, chmrman of the Select committee, to whom was
referred a- bIH to procure from Mexico the orlgmul archives,
land tidles, orders, decrees and other documents and laws relating
to lands in Texas arid ‘a substitute offered by Mr. Bryan, report-
ed back to the Senate a substitute for the bilt and subsumta, and
recommended its adoption,

On motion of Mr. Paschal, rule stmpended and aubstitute
adopted. .

Mcr. Bryan moved to fill the frst blank ln the blll with “eloht "
last by the following vote': _

. YEAs—Messrs. Bryan, Hl" Paschal Potter Scarborpugh
Subiett and Superviele—7.

N ars—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bu rks Gage, Gumn Hal-
land, Jowers, Kyle, Martin, McAnelly, McDade, Millican; New-
man, Scott, Taylor, Weatherford and Whuakera-ﬂ' € ,

Mr. Potter moved to lay the bill on the table j-lost. - . ..

Mr. Barks moved the indefinite postponement of the bill.

Mr. Guinn, from the commiftee on Engrossed Bllls reported
the following bills correctly engrossed :

Biil supplementary to an act to provide for the assessment and

colfection of taxes, approved February 11ith, 1850 :
Bill to incorporale the Austm City Life and General Insurance

Company ;
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= Bill to-incorporate the Texas iron, steel and copper manufuc-
turm , mining:and trading company ; and

4 il qupplemcn:al to an act for ceding jurisdiction n[ certain
Iandds in this State for pubhc purposes approved 19th December
1849 -

My, Bryan from 1he ‘committee on Enrolled Bills, reported the
followving bills cnrrrectly enrolled, and-‘that:they were 1h13 day
subimitted to the Governor for hls approval :

A bill to provide for the issuance of bounty and donatlon land
warrants to persons entitled to the same;

And a bill to incorporate the Culumbm, Wharton and Austin

vaiiroad company.

Qn motign, the Senate adjoumcd unul 9o clock Monday
mornmg

WP e | .Mdm);;f,]anunry 30, 1854

' Senate met pursuant to ad]oumment———praver hy the Chap]am
:—roll called—quorum present. '
“T'tie Journal of Saturday read and adopted.

:Mr. Scott from the corpmittee on Private Land Clmms made
the fmlowmg Teport :

.-. The committee on Private l.and Claims to. whom was referred
a bill for the relief of James L. Dallas, have had the same under
consideration, and find from the ev:dence that he was entitled to
320 acres of Jand a¢ n settler of the 3d class as asingle mah,
which he bas applied forand received, and after receiving said
three hundred and twenty acres and befnre the 1st of January,
1842, he married, which entitled him to an augmentation of 320
acres, which he has not received, but asks the Ieglslature to grant
to hlm by passing this bill, Whlch a majority of the commitice

respectiillly recomnmend. -

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committes on State Affairs, to
whom was referred the petition of John Hagerty, reported a bill
for hig relief and recommended its pussage,

A bill for the relief of Capt. John Hagerty ; read first time.

Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Claims and Accounts, 10
whom was referred the petition of Jose Casiano, reported the
same back and recommended that it lie on the tabie, as the evi-

!



